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"He revived the decaying silk and woollen trades___By

disobeying Charles V's order to the Italian cities to eschew
the fairs of Lyons, Cosimo drew trade away from Genoa and
Lucca, while he also captured the lucrative trade in brocades

with Sicily and Spain-----He set an example in scientific

farming and fruit-growing. He took a lively interest in the
silver mines of Pietra Santa, the marble quarries near Car-
rara, and the anthracite discoveries on the upper Arno; con-
cessions were obtained for working the alum of Piombino,
and the iron of Elba." 42

Roads, drainage works, harbours, markets,13 all the appli-
ances of a modern state, grew up in all directions under
Cosimo's hand. Pisa, then a depopulated desert, was revived
again into a flourishing city, its sanitation was improved by
the draining of the surrounding marshes, and its prosperity
increased by the introduction of new manufactures; the har-
bour was reopened by the construction of new docks; the
University was re-established, and Tuscans forbidden to take
degrees elsewhere; the Pisa School of Botany was founded,
and became afterwards very celebrated; while by frequently
residing at Pisa with his family, Cosimo made it a fashionable
resort. Leghorn was raised from a neglected fishing village of
700 inhabitants to a busy port, and plans were laid for its
development which afterwards bore much fruit under
Cosimo's son Ferdinand. Siena had its social and commercial
conditions in every way improved, while the Sienese Maremma
was drained, and agricultural colonies from Lombardy estab-
lished there. By these and similar methods carried out all
over Tuscany, Cosimo advanced the material prosperity of
the country no less than he did its political power.

Naval and military affairs showed the same energetic rule.
Portoferrajo was made a strong naval station, and in addition
to his extensive works on its harbour Cosimo introduged a
seafaring population from Sicily and Greece, while he also
began the creation of a fleet of galleys which under his son
Ferdinand did good service against the Turks and the pirates